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The Cyber Owls: 

Rising to the challenge 

Welcome back returning team members! I also want to officially welcome the newest mem-

bers of the Hondo Cyber Owls:  Samari Escobedo, Ashlyn Persyn, and Mariah Persyn.  This 

competition season will be shorter and more intense than previous years.  There will only 

be three competition rounds this year instead of the usual five rounds.  I have published 

the full schedule in this edition of The Cyber Talon.   

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound effect on our team.  At the start of the pan-

demic, we stopped all in-person practices, cyber events that our team was invited to attend, 

and guest speakers.  The last event our team attended was the annual CyberTexas Founda-

tion Mayor’s Cup Luncheon.  This event was a great success and it provided an opportuni-

ty for our team to meet members of the other 400 teams in and around San Antonio, college 

recruits, and listen to some cybersecurity industry leaders.  I posted the pictures of the 

event on the team’s Facebook page in a photo album titled Cyber Cup Luncheon.    

 

Over the summer our team members attended virtual conferences which introduced them 

to the cybersecurity community in the greater San Antonio area.  Many of our team mem-

bers attended cybersecurity and computer programming camps which will help them be 

competitive in CyberPatriot XIII.  I am also pleased to announce that this summer the 

Cyber Owls have been blessed with two team sponsors:  Becky’s Home Bakery and RE-

SPEC Consulting.  I want to thank these two companies for supporting our team as these 

young people explore a potential career path.   

 

I would like to ensure everyone that we will be following all the health guidelines as pre-

scribed by the City of Hondo and the Hondo Public Library.  During practices and compe-

titions, each team member will have their own six foot table. The tables will be spaced as 

well to keep in standard with social distancing guidelines. All members of the team, coach, 

mentor, and library staff will be wearing a face mask. The library staff will screen all team 

members as they enter the library before being sent to the competition area.      

 

If any middle school or high school age students are interested in learning more about The 

Cyber Owls, or if you would like to become a team sponsor, please send the team an email 

and follow us on Facebook. Contact information is listed on page 4. 

 

Mrs. Melisa Joyner and I are looking forward to working with the team as they prepare for 

an intense CyberPatriot season.  

 

-Head Coach Frank Hall  
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 “Cyber-

security 

is some-

thing 

that is 

becom-

ing in-

creasin

gly 

more im-

portant 

in busi-

ness, 

govern-

ment, 

farming, 

energy, 

and in-

frastru

cture.”   

 

The 2020-2021 Hondo Cyber Owls  

Front Row: Mariah Persyn, Ashlyn Persyn, Ruby Joyner, Katelynne Pumphrey,    

Samari Escobedo 

Back Row: Frank Hall, Logan Estes, David Counselman Jr. , Melisa Joyner     

Since becoming a CyberPatriot coach, I have often been asked if there is a 

huge demand for cyber professionals, especially in the rural areas. I always 

answer in the affirmative. Yes, there is a huge demand for cyber professionals 

in every state whether you live in the city or the country. Cybersecurity is 

something that is becoming increasingly more important in business, govern-

ment, farming, energy, and infrastructure. The State of Texas learned this val-

uable lesson last summer when 25 municipalities were attacked with ransom-

ware, effectively paralyzing them for weeks and making it impossible to access 

data or conduct business. 

One of my favorite ways to illustrate the need for cyber professionals is 

sharing the Cybersecurity Supply/Demand Heat Map from Cyber Seek.   

 

This interactive map provides the details on: 

     TOTAL CYBERSECURITY JOB OPENINGS 

     SUPPLY OF CYBERSECURITY WORKERS 

     GEOGRAPHIC CONCENTRATION 

     TOP CYBERSECURITY JOB TITLES 

      

Have a look at the map to see the need for cyber professionals by state. 

Here is the link to the map: 

https://www.cyberseek.org/heatmap.html 

A Need for cybersecurity professionals 
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 “Due 

to  

COVID-

19 

there 

will 

only 

be 

three 

compe-

tition 

round

s and  

the 

na-

tional 

fi-

nals.”   

Cyberpatriot XII Competition Schedule 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will only be three competition 

rounds and the national finals.  The Cyber Owls will compete on No-

vember 15, December 13, and January 23.  Parents, please be aware that 

competition days and times for each round are subject to change.  I will 

notify the team via e-mail and post information on our team Facebook 

page.   



 

About the Hondo CyberPatriot Team 
Hondo Cyber Owls      

CyberPatriot Team  

We monitor net-

works by soaring 

through cyber-

space hunting for 

prey. We use our 

talons as a deter-

rent to protect 

our data.  Using ad-

vanced detection 

techniques, we 

spread our wings 

and launch precise 

counter measures 

to defend our net-

works against 

cyber enemies.  We 

find, capture, and 

annihilate all cyber 

threats.  We are 

the Cyber Owls!  

Hondo Cyber Owls      

CyberPatriot Team  

https://

www.facebook.com/

HondoCyberOwls/ 

 

E-mail: 

hondocyberowls 

@gmail.com 

 

 

Angela M. Hall— 

Chief Editor of the 

Cyber Talon 

The Vision 

The vision of  the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot pro-
gram is to promote cyber awareness, computer security 
practices, and cyber ethics. All of  these are essential at-
tributes for creating a secure network infrastructure, 
teaching the students how to detect threats, and how to 
defend against cyber-attacks in a safe virtual environ-
ment.   
 
The skills and knowledge the students will gain from par-
ticipating in this program will give them an advantage to 
obtain information technology certifications, scholar-
ships in computer related fields of  study, and ultimately 
provide an opportunity to start a great career in infor-
mation technology and cyber security. 

The Mission 

The mission of  the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot 
program is the proper instruction and implementation of  
information technology principals and cyber security 
practices.  All students will be taught how to use various 
operating systems, interconnecting network devices, and 
how to secure the entire infrastructure.  The students will 
also be taught how to properly use tools and methodolo-
gies to assess and troubleshoot problems that range from 
inoperable workstations to misconfigured networking 
equipment.  These are the skills that will be necessary to 
compete in the CyberPatriot competitions and will ena-
ble us to advance to each round and ultimately to the   
national finals. 


