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October 2024 

Welcome to Another Electrifying Season of 
Cyber Excellence! 

The Hondo Cyber Owls are back and soaring higher than ever as we kick off our 

sixth consecutive season in the CyberPatriot competition! This milestone also 

marks the sixth edition of our official newsletter, The Cyber Talon. Once again, 

we are diving into the world of cybersecurity with two dynamic teams: a high 

school team made up of six skilled members and a middle school team featuring 

three eager newcomers ready to embrace the challenge. 

 

This year, however, the Hondo Cyber Owls are sporting a new identity—meet 

The Shadow Talons! Inspired by our team number’s connection to the James Bond 

novels by Ian Fleming, we’ve embraced the spirit of espionage and intrigue with a 

temporary name change that reflects both mystery and sophistication. Get ready, 

because we’re channeling the cool, calculated flair of 007 throughout this competi-

tion! 

 

As CyberPatriot XVII unfolds, both our veteran high school members and newly 

joined middle schoolers are ready to take on the competition head-on. With the 

teams officially formed, we’re set for an incredible season, filled with opportuni-

ties to learn, compete, and grow. 

 

In this edition of The Cyber Talon, we’re proud to feature a special article from 

our very own team captain, “Number One.” It’s a fantastic read, providing insight 

into our team’s passion for cybersecurity and our commitment to helping others 

learn and thrive in this ever-evolving field. 

 

Meanwhile, The Shadow Talons (Cyber Owls)—our extended cyber family—are 

making big moves on the cybersecurity front. From participating in Capture the 

Flag (CTF) competitions and attending cybersecurity conferences to collaborating 

with the Medina Valley AFJROTC CyberPatriot team, we are steadily gaining mo-

mentum. But our adventure doesn’t end with CyberPatriot! We're developing 

new and exciting initiatives that will take us beyond the current season—so stay 

tuned for more thrilling updates! 

 

This year, we take on the competition with the precision and style of James Bond. 

Let’s make this season unforgettable! 

 

Cyber Like a Viking! 

Coach Frank “The Cyber Viking” Hall 
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 “By the 

end of 

the 

day, 

the 

compe-

tition 

wasn’t 

just 

about 

scores

—it was 

a cele-

bration 

of col-

labora

tion, 

learn-

ing, and 

growt

h. ” 

Hondo Shadow Talons Soar in Space Grand Chal-

lenge alongside Medina Valley CyberPatriots  

uggcf://qevir.tbbtyr.pbz/qevir/sbyqref/1qbNcugfbtNjRL4z5ALAxBQyKtJZCGG9H?hfc=funevat 

 

On April 27, 2024, the Hondo Shad-

ow Talons joined forces with the 

Medina Valley AFJROTC CyberPa-

triot team to compete in the high-

light event of the 2023-2024 cyber 

season—the Cal Poly California Cy-

bersecurity Institute's Space Grand 

Challenge Capture the Flag Compe-

tition! This high-stakes event was 

the perfect finale for both teams, 

offering an exciting blend of challenge, teamwork, and growth in the ever-evolving 

digital landscape. 

The day kicked off with a motivational visit from Chip Thornsburg, Cyber Defense 

Professor at Northeast Lakeview College. Professor Thornsburg provided actiona-

ble insights into defense strategies and highlighted the college’s cybersecurity pro-

grams, opening new doors for our cyber warriors as they plan their paths toward 

professional careers in the field. His words ignited a spark of ambition among both 

teams, reminding us of the importance of continued learning and skill-building. 

Once the competition began, the Shadow Talons and CyberPatriots faced early 

hurdles but demonstrated their resilience and adaptability as they navigated a sim-

ulated virtual space station. Each task pushed the limits of our knowledge, de-

manding quick thinking, teamwork, and problem-solving. The thrill of overcoming 

complex challenges fueled our determination, making every solved flag a shared 

victory. 

Adding to the excitement was a special visit 

from Henry Niño, former Team Captain of the 

Medina Valley AFJROTC CyberPatriot team. 

His return was a powerful moment for both 

teams, reflecting the legacy and impact of these 

programs. Henry shared his experiences and 

offered advice, encouraging the next generation 

of cyber defenders to uphold the spirit and ex-

cellence that define our community. 

By the end of the day, the competition wasn’t just about scores—it was a celebra-

tion of collaboration, learning, and growth. Both the Hondo Shadow Talons and 

Medina Valley CyberPatriots walked away with stronger bonds, sharper skills, and 

a shared determination to conquer future challenges in cybersecurity. 

As we look ahead, the spirit of this competition will inspire our continued journey, 

reinforcing that every challenge is an opportunity to learn, evolve, and rise high-

er—together. The Hondo Shadow Talons are ready for whatever comes next. Fly 

high, Talons! 
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“All teams 

are eligi-

ble, but 

they 

must com-

pete in 

their des-

ignated 

skill ti-

er—

Platinum 

(top 30 

Percent), 

Gold 

(middle 

40Per-

cent), or 

Silver 

(bottom 

30 Per-

cent)—

based on 

cumula-

tive 

scores 

from 

Rounds 1 

and 2” 

CyberPatriot XVII Competition 

schedule 
Here is the complete CyberPatriot XVII Image Release and Competition Schedule. The 

Shadow Talon teams will compete on Sundays for each round, which is the final day of 

each competition window. Practices will continue every Saturday throughout the season.  

Cyberpatriot team advancement: 

The CyberPatriot competition consists of several rounds: 

Round 1 & Round 2: Both rounds are qualification rounds open to all teams, regardless 

of prior participation. 

 

State Round: All teams are eligible, but they must compete in their designated skill 

tier—Platinum (top 30%), Gold (middle 40%), or Silver (bottom 30%)—based on cumu-

lative scores from Rounds 1 and 2. Tier placement is permanent for the rest of the sea-

son, and only the Platinum Tier can qualify for the National Finals. 

 

Semifinals: The top 25% of teams in each tier, based on State Round scores, advance to 

the Semifinals. Wildcard entries are granted if fewer than six teams from any category 
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“Media 

Literacy 

is cru-

cial to 

future 

deci-

sions, 

re-

sponse

s to 

cur-

rent 

events, 

and the 

every-

day use 

of 

tech-

nology. 

” 

4 

 

One Google search is all it takes to get hundreds of articles on thousands of topics from millions of people. 

With this mass accumulation of media, the ability to tell the difference between true and false information is 

exceedingly significant. In walks Media Literacy. Media literacy is the ability to analyze stories presented in 

the mass media critically and determine their accuracy or credibility. Media literacy isn’t just an internet 

concept and the practices I will be covering later on can and should be applied in other forms of media. The 

utilization of media to influence a population's views, state of mind, and actions has been around for hun-

dreds of years. One example is "Yellow journalism," which had a significant impact during the Spanish-

American War, also known as the "Media War." In 1898, the U.S.S. Maine battleship exploded while an-

chored in Havana Harbor, resulting in the deaths of 266 individuals. The ship had been sent to prevent 

illegal arms trading and protect Americans while Cuba fought for independence from Spain. The response 

to this incident included speculation of an external explosion caused by a targeted attack from Spain. De-

spite unsubstantiated evidence to support this claim, several newspapers, including the New York Journal, 

assumed Spain's guilt and published an article headlined "The Tragic Work of an Enemy." While yellow 

journalism may not have initiated the war, it undoubtedly fueled the public's passion for it. 

As long as there is consumable media, there is a risk of unreliable information. Media literacy is a crucial 

skill in our daily lives, giving us, as consumers of information, the knowledge and power to make informed 

decisions. 

Media literacy, as defined by Medialit.org, is comprised of 5 core concepts: 

1. All media messages are 'constructed' 

2. Media messages are created using creative language with its own rules 

3. Different people experience the same media message differently 

4. Media contains embedded values and points of view 

5. Most media messages are organized to generate profit and power. 

Media Literacy is crucial to future decisions, responses to current events, and the everyday use of technolo-

gy. The benefits of media literacy education are colossal compared to the consequences of its absence. With 

this in mind, the next time you come across a piece of media, ask yourself these questions. 

Who created this message? 

What creative messages are being used to attract my attention? 

How might different people understand this message differently than me? 

What values, lifestyles, and points of view are represented in or omitted from this message? 

Why is this message being sent? 

When looking into the media you are consuming, it’s important to remember Who, When, Where, Why, and 

How. These practices may seem elementary yet it is paramount to remember to verify everything. It is key 

to look carefully. Not only will it give you accurate information, it will grant you the state of mind of know-

ing what is going on. Nevertheless, these tips aren’t just for news articles, they are for all kinds of media. 

When you're sifting through information, don't take information at face value; analyze it to find out if it is 

true. 

 

Citations: 

Mallon, M. “The U.S.S Maine Disaster: Yellow Journalism at Its Finest – Urban Fictionary.” Urban Fiction-

ary, 6 Dec. 2019, sites.smith.edu/fys169-f19/2019/12/06/the-u-s-s-maine-disaster-yellow-journalism-at-its-

finest/. 

‌“Crucible of Empire - PBS Online.” Www.pbs.org, www.pbs.org/crucible/journalism.html#:~:text=The%

20term%20yellow%20journalism%20came. 

Center for Media Literacy. Five Core Concepts Five Key Questions of Media Literacy. 2005. 

Center for Media Literacy. “10 Benefits of Media Literacy Education | Center for Media Literacy | Empow-

erment through Education | CML MediaLit Kit TM |.” Www.medialit.org, www.medialit.org/reading-

room/10-benefits-media-literacy-education. 

The Cyber Viking syslogs 

Media Literacy  

by Jessica “Number 1”  

Counselman 



 
                                     5 

“Hondo 

CyberPa-

triot 

teams 

are 

geared 

up and 

ready 

to tack-

le the 

tough-

est 

cyber 

chal-

lenges. 

.The fu-

ture is 

bright—

and se-

cure—

with the 

Cyber 

Owls in 

flight! ” 

 

 

 

 

Pictures of the Hondo Cyber Owls  



 

About the Hondo CyberPatriot Team 
Hondo Cyber Owls      

CyberPatriot Team  

We monitor net-

works by soaring 

through cyber-

space hunting for 

prey. We use our 

talons as a deter-

rent to protect 

our data.  Using ad-

vanced detection 

techniques, we 

spread our wings 

and launch precise 

counter measures 

to defend our net-

works against 

cyber enemies.  We 

find, capture, and 

annihilate all cyber 

threats.  We are 

the Cyber Owls!  

Hondo Cyber Owls      

CyberPatriot Team  

Web page::  

https://hondo-

tx.org/library/

cyber_owls.php 

 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

HondoCyberOwls/ 

 

E-mail: 

hondocyberowls 

@gmail.com 

 

 

Angela M. Hall— 

Chief Editor of the 

Cyber Talon 

The Vision 

The vision of  the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot pro-
gram is to promote cyber awareness, computer security 
practices, and cyber ethics. All of  these are essential at-
tributes for creating a secure network infrastructure, 
teaching the students how to detect threats, and how to 
defend against cyber-attacks in a safe virtual environ-
ment.   
 
The skills and knowledge the students will gain from par-
ticipating in this program will give them an advantage to 
obtain information technology certifications, scholar-
ships in computer related fields of  study, and ultimately 
provide an opportunity to start a great career in infor-
mation technology and cyber security. 

The Mission 

The mission of  the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot 
program is the proper instruction and implementation of  
information technology principals and cyber security 
practices.  All students will be taught how to use various 
operating systems, interconnecting network devices, and 
how to secure the entire infrastructure.  The students will 
also be taught how to properly use tools and methodolo-
gies to assess and troubleshoot problems that range from 
inoperable workstations to misconfigured networking 
equipment.  These are the skills that will be necessary to 
compete in the CyberPatriot competitions and will ena-
ble us to advance to each round and ultimately to the   
national finals. 


