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Seven Seasons of Skills, Teamwork,  
and Cyber Success  

As we launch our seventh consecutive season competing in CyberPatriot, we also celebrate 

the sixth edition of The Cyber Talon. Seven seasons may sound like a number, but for the 

Cyber Owls, it represents years of curiosity sparked, skills sharpened, confidence built, and 

young cyber defenders discovering just how far they can go. 

This season, the Owls are fielding two teams, bringing together experience, fresh energy, 

and a shared passion for cybersecurity. 

Our high school team features four committed competitors, including an exciting new 

Owl—Coder Girl. Her journey to the team began at a CyberTexas Foundation CyberPatriot 

Camp, where she met the Cyber Viking while he served as Lead Instructor. With a little en-

couragement from teammate Firewire, she joined the Owls and quickly proved she be-

longed. This season, she proudly earned her first CyberPatriot team shirt—and her place 

among the flock. 

The middle school team continues the Owls’ tradition of building strong cyber foundations 

early. With three team members—two returning and one new competitor, Pixie Dust—this 

group has jumped into the season with enthusiasm, determination, and a willingness to 

learn that defines what it means to be a Cyber Owl. 

As CyberPatriot XVIII unfolds, both teams have been fully engaged—locking down systems, 

chasing vulnerabilities, solving problems against the clock, and learning to communicate 

under pressure. Every practice and competition brings new lessons, and every challenge 

strengthens their teamwork and confidence. 

This season has already taken the Owls beyond the competition floor. The Cyber Owls Team 

Captain and Coach were recently featured on the National Cryptologic Foundation’s 

#CyberChats podcast, sharing the story of the program and its impact. The momentum con-

tinued when the team captain, #1, was selected to attend the NIST National Initiative for 

Cybersecurity Education (NICE) Annual Conference in Nashville as part of National Cyber 

Signing Day—a national-stage opportunity that highlights just how far Owl wings can carry 

you. 

Strong teams are built with strong support, and the Cyber Owls are grateful to Inflow LLC, 

whose sponsorship provided dual monitors for every team member. That upgrade has made 

a real difference during training and competition, giving students a more professional, real-

world cyber experience. 

In this edition of The Cyber Talon, we’ll take you inside the first half of the CyberPatriot sea-

son, share lessons learned along the way, and look ahead to what comes next. After CyberPa-

triot XVIII concludes, the Owls will shift gears into Capture the Flag (CTF) season, where 

creativity, strategy, and advanced problem-solving take center stage. 

Seven seasons in, the Hondo Cyber Owls continue to prove that cybersecurity is about more 

than computers—it’s about curiosity, teamwork, resilience, and believing in what you’re 

capable of becoming.   The flight continues. 

Cyber Like a Viking! 

Coach Frank “The Cyber Viking” Hall 
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“Reach-

ing the 

CyberPa-

triot 

Semi-

Finals is 

a signifi-

cant ac-

complish

ment 

that re-

flects 

the 

Shadow 

Talons’ 

dedica-

tion, 

team-

work, 

and con-

tinued 

growth 

through-

out the 

season.”  
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A Season of Growth and Momentum for 

the Hondo Cyber Owls  

The CyberPatriot XVIII season has been a powerful learning experience 

for the Hondo Cyber Owls, marked by perseverance, teamwork, and 

meaningful progress across our program. 

 

This year, our High School team did not advance to the CyberPatriot 

XVIII Semi-Finals Round. While that outcome was not what we hoped 

for, the season provided invaluable experience. Students strengthened 

their technical abilities, improved communication under pressure, and 

gained a deeper understanding of what it takes to compete at a high lev-

el in cybersecurity competitions. 

 

There is exciting news to celebrate as well. Our Middle School team, the 

Shadow Talons, advanced to the CyberPatriot Semi-Finals Round and 

will compete on January 24, 2025. Reaching this stage is a significant ac-

complishment and reflects the team’s dedication, discipline, and contin-

ued growth throughout the season. 

 

As the Shadow Talons prepare for the Semi-Finals, our High School 

team members will play an important mentoring role, helping support 

and prepare the Middle School team for the next round. This cross-team 

collaboration highlights the strength of the Hondo Cyber Owls program 

and reinforces our focus on leadership, teamwork, and shared success. 

Once the CyberPatriot season concludes, the Owls will shift their atten-

tion toward expanding technical skills and exploring new challenges. 

Training will dive deeper into Windows security, Linux administration, 

and Cisco networking, while also beginning focused preparation for 

Capture the Flag (CTF) competitions. 

 

CTFs offer an exciting way for students to apply what they’ve learned, 

discover new techniques, and think creatively under pressure. These 

competitions build problem-solving skills that directly translate to real-

world cybersecurity environments and future career paths. 

As we move forward, the momentum built this season will continue to 

shape our growth. I look forward to seeing everyone back at practice as 

we prepare for the next chapter of learning and competition. 

 

– Coach Hall 
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“Jessica 

Counsel-

man rep-

resented 

Hondo on 

the na-

tional 

stage at 

National 

Cyber 

Signing 

Day, 

showcas-

ing the 

leader-

ship, dedi-

cation, 

and fu-

ture 

promise 

of the 

Hondo 

Cyber 

Owls.”  

Cyber Owl Pride: Team Captain Jessi-

ca Counselman Honored at National 

Cyber Signing Day  

The Hondo Cyber Owls proudly celebrated a major milestone as 

our team captain, Jessica Counselman (#1), was honored as a 

2025 National Cyber Signing Day (NCSD) honoree for her out-

standing achievements, leadership, and future aspirations in cy-

bersecurity. 

 

On Monday, December 8, 2025, Jessica traveled to Nashville, Tennessee, where she 

was formally recognized during the live National Cyber Signing Day ceremony 

held as part of the NICE K12 Cybersecurity Education Conference. The ceremony 

took place at the Nashville Music City Hotel and highlighted exceptional K–12 stu-

dents from across the nation who had taken meaningful early steps toward cyber-

security careers. 

 

This national recognition reflected Jessica’s dedication, disci-

pline, and passion for cyber defense—qualities she consistently 

demonstrated as the leader of the Hondo Cyber Owls. Her se-

lection shined a spotlight not only on her individual accom-

plishments, but also on the strength of our team, our mentors, 

and the supportive community that continues to invest in 

student success. 

 

Celebrating the Future of Cybersecurity 

National Cyber Signing Day celebrated students who had committed to pursuing 

cybersecurity pathways through higher education, training programs, and industry 

opportunities. Jessica was recognized alongside an impressive group of students 

from across the United States, representing universities, academies, and school dis-

tricts nationwide. Together with the advisors and families who supported them, 

these honorees represented the future of the cyber workforce. 

 

A Moment of Pride for Hondo  

For the Hondo Cyber Owls, this recognition was about more than a single ceremo-

ny. It marked the journey of a student who grew into a confident leader, represent-

ed Hondo on a national stage, and inspired fellow teammates—especially younger 

Owls—to aim high and believe in what is possible through teamwork, persever-

ance, and dedication. 

 

Jessica represented Hondo with pride, and our entire Cyber Owl community cele-

brated her achievement. This was truly a moment of pride for our team and our 

town. 

 

For more information about the program and to view past ceremonies, visit Nation-

al Cyber Signing Day at nationalcybersigningday.org. 

Hondo Cyber Owls Team Captain 
Jessica Counselman 
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 “The 

Hondo 

Cyber 

Owls 

aren’t 

just 

training 

for a 

competi-

tion—

they’re 

learning 

how to 

defend, 

lead, and 

thrive in 

an al-

ways-

connect-

ed digi-

tal 

world.” 

 

uggcf://qevir.tbbtyr.pbz/qevir/sbyqref/1qbNcugfbtNjRL4z5ALAxBQyKtJZCGG9H?hfc=funevat 

Hondo Cyber Owls Take to the 

Airwaves on #CyberChats  

The Hondo Cyber Owls recently took flight beyond the 

competition arena and into the podcasting world as Team 

Captain Jessica Counselman and Coach Fredrick Hall 

were featured on #CyberChats Episode #63, presented by 

the National Cryptologic Foundation. 

 

The episode, titled “Hondo Owls in the Cyber Sky: 

Coaching, Competing, and Connecting in a Hyper-

Connected World,” highlights the heart, hustle, and mis-

sion behind the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot program. 

In this episode of #CyberChats, listeners are taken inside the fast-paced world of 

cyber competitions. Coach Hall shares what it’s like guiding middle and high school 

students through the intensity of CyberPatriot, balancing technical skills with team-

work, strategy, and resilience. From long practice nights to high-pressure competi-

tion rounds, the conversation reveals how coaching is as much about mentorship as 

it is about cybersecurity. 

 

Jessica Counselman, Team Captain of the Hondo Cyber Owls, offers a powerful stu-

dent perspective. She speaks candidly about the excitement—and pressure—of de-

fending systems as a teen cyber defender. Her leadership and calm under pressure 

shine through in the episode, reflecting why she has earned recent recognition for 

her dedication both inside and outside the competition arena. Jessica’s story is a re-

minder that CyberPatriot isn’t just about points on a scoreboard; it’s about personal 

growth and confidence. 

 

A central theme of the episode is our hyper-connected world. From smartphones 

and smart TVs to smart fridges and beyond, ubiquitous connectivity shapes how 

students learn cybersecurity today. The discussion explores how the Owls train not 

just for competition scenarios, but for real-world environments where technology is 

everywhere—and security matters more than ever. 

Perhaps most importantly, the episode highlights how the skills learned by the Hon-

do Cyber Owls go far beyond competition. Teamwork, communication, leadership, 

critical thinking, and problem-solving are woven into every practice and every chal-

lenge. These are skills that stay with students long after the competition clock stops. 

 

The Hondo Cyber Owls are honored to have been invited onto #CyberChats, and we 

extend a heartfelt thank you to the National Cryptologic Foundation for the oppor-

tunity to share our story. From a simple idea to a thriving team of passionate cyber 

defenders, this episode captures what it truly means to soar in the ever-connected 

cyber sky.    

 

  Episode #63 is available now on Spotify—be sure to tune in and hear the Owls’ journey 

for yourself! 
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“Roblox 

may be 

a game, 

but the 

aware-

ness, 

decision

-making, 

and 

online 

behav-

ior stu-

dents 

develop 

there 

are 

skills 

they’ll 

use 

for 

life.”  

 

 

 

 The Cyber Viking syslogs: 

Staying Safe in Roblox: Protecting Our  Cyber Vikings  

Crew Members 

Roblox remains one of the most popular online gaming platforms for middle and high 

school students, including many of our own Cyber Vikings and future cyber defenders. 

With millions of players worldwide, it’s a place where students can collaborate, create, 

solve problems, and build real digital skills. But like any online community, it comes 

with important safety considerations — especially as more students dive in daily. 

 

Roblox has recently strengthened its safety features, giving families better tools than 

ever to keep young players protected. One of the most important updates is the new 

age verification system, which uses secure ID checks and facial matching to confirm 

whether a player is truly 13 or older. This helps keep younger players in age-

appropriate environments and makes it much harder for adults to pose as kids. Veri-

fied accounts also gain access to more advanced communication features, while unveri-

fied accounts automatically receive stricter protection. 

 

Social features like chatting, adding friends, and joining groups remain core parts of 

the Roblox experience, but they also open the door for unwanted contact if settings 

aren’t properly managed. Taking a moment to adjust privacy and contact settings can 

dramatically reduce risks by controlling who can chat, join games, or send friend re-

quests. Roblox’s newer behavior-based moderation tools also scan for unsafe conversa-

tions, bullying, and suspicious interactions, giving players an added layer of protection 

behind the scenes. 

 

Scams are still one of the biggest issues young players encounter. Offers for “free 

Robux,” special items, or “admin commands” almost always lead to account theft. Rob-

lox now flags many of these scam attempts, but players should still be reminded never 

to enter their password anywhere except the official Roblox website and to avoid click-

ing off-platform links that promise rewards. 

 

Roblox has also upgraded its family safety tools with an improved Parent Controls 

Dashboard. Parents can manage spending limits, control chat settings, review game 

access, monitor playtime, and receive weekly safety summaries. For younger Cyber 

Vikings, enabling Account Restrictions Mode creates a much safer experience by allow-

ing only Roblox-approved games and applying stronger communication filters. 

 

Despite all these protections, communication at home remains the most powerful tool. 

Encourage students to talk openly about what they see online — whether it’s a strange 

message, an uncomfortable interaction, or something that simply doesn’t feel right. 

Knowing they can turn to a trusted adult is the foundation of safe digital play. 

 

Helping our Cyber Vikings build safe habits now prepares them for future success in 

cybersecurity, school, and beyond. Roblox may be a game, but the awareness, decision-

making, and online behavior they develop there are skills they’ll use for life. 

 

If you ever need help reviewing Roblox safety settings, feel free to reach out. Stay safe, 

stay aware, and — always — Cyber Like a Viking! ⚔️  



 

About the Hondo CyberPatriot Team 
Hondo Cyber Owls       

CyberPatriot Team  

We monitor net-

works by soaring 

through cyber-

space hunting for 

prey. We use our 

talons as a deter-

rent to protect 

our data.  Using ad-

vanced detection 

techniques, we 

spread our wings 

and launch precise 

counter measures 

to defend our net-

works against 

cyber enemies.  We 

find, capture, and 

annihilate all cyber 

threats.  We are 

the Cyber Owls!  

Hondo Cyber Owls       

CyberPatriot Team  

Web page::  

https://hondo-

tx.org/252/

Programs 

 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

HondoCyberOwls/ 

 

E-mail: 

hondocyberowls 

@gmail.com 

 

 

Angela M. Hall— 

Chief Editor of the 

Cyber Talon 

The Vision 

The vision of  the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot pro-
gram is to promote cyber awareness, computer security 
practices, and cyber ethics. All of  these are essential at-
tributes for creating a secure network infrastructure, 
teaching the students how to detect threats, and how to 
defend against cyber-attacks in a safe virtual environ-
ment.   
 
The skills and knowledge the students will gain from par-
ticipating in this program will give them an advantage to 
obtain information technology certifications, scholar-
ships in computer related fields of  study, and ultimately 
provide an opportunity to start a great career in infor-
mation technology and cyber security. 

The Mission 

The mission of  the Hondo Cyber Owls CyberPatriot 
program is the proper instruction and implementation of  
information technology principals and cyber security 
practices.  All students will be taught how to use various 
operating systems, interconnecting network devices, and 
how to secure the entire infrastructure.  The students will 
also be taught how to properly use tools and methodolo-
gies to assess and troubleshoot problems that range from 
inoperable workstations to misconfigured networking 
equipment.  These are the skills that will be necessary to 
compete in the CyberPatriot competitions and will ena-
ble us to advance to each round and ultimately to the   
national finals. 


